
When recyclables are put into a plastic bag, that plastic bag and all the recyclables inside 
end up going to the dump. That’s because recycling plants can’t sort plastic bags - the flimsy 
film snags conveyor belts and wheels in the sorting machines, bringing the whole process to a 
grinding halt.

Plastic bags should NEVER be put in your recycling cart. Instead, we have something better 
for you to do with them. 

And your child can help. 

Your child can become a member of the Plastic Bag Police, patrolling your home for plastic 
bags to take into custody.

Just print off the following pages to send your little one into action!



How to join the ...

First, take the Plastic Bag Patrol Person Pledge, 
by raising your right hand and repeating:

“I promise to patrol this house, and take any bad 
plastic bags into custody. I will make sure that NO 
plastic bags ever go into our recycle cart”

Next, cut out this badge and tape it to your chest: 

Now you’ll need a good patrol partner ...

Use crayons to color your badge

Write your name on badge

PLASTIC BAG 

POLICE



Police have their police dogs, you have your 
Patrol Hound. 

Ready to hunt down and eat plastic bags!

To make your Patrol Hound, take a plastic bag and 
place it flat on a big table.

Then decorate it with a marker. Give it eyes, ears, 
and big teeth:

Now you’re ready to go on 
Plastic Bag Patrol!

Snatch up as many bags you as you can find and 
feed them to your Patrol Hound.



Here are all the different kinds of plastic bags 
you should be on the lookout for:

Hang this up to your refrigerator as a reminder.

Keep a running count of how many bags you’ve 
collected here:



Everytime you collect so many bags that your Patrol 
Hound is full, you can bring them to your school 
and put them in this collection box:

 

It takes 500 pounds of bags to make the
park bench. That’s about 60,000 bags! 

So you better get busy and start patrolling your 
house for plastic bags right now!

Good luck!

Once your school collects enough plastic bags, 
they will be recycled into a very nice park bench 
for your school.  


